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Learning Outcomes

After the completion of this course, the student will be able to

P explain how sentences are constructed

P indicate the differences between formal and functional analysis of sentence structure
P explain the difference between speaker’s meaning and semantic meaning
P discuss the strengths and weaknesses of psychological and referential theories of meaning

P analyze spoken and written discourse

P explain the relationship between structure and function in discourse

Course Description

An elaboration on further topics in Linguistics comprising the structure of sentences , differences in syntax across
languages, functional syntax, speaker’s meaning and semantic meaning, semantics, pragmatics and discourse.

Course Objectives

The students are expected to learn about the structure of sentences by drawing tree diagrams, differentiate
between semantics and pragmatics and elaborate on discourse .

Textbooks and/or
References

1.Fasold,R.W.&Connor-Linton,J.2008. An Introduction to Language and Linguistics, Cambridge University Press.

2.0nline sources (youtube)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urrNTVxuCxs

3. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rs6077SkIOo

Course Content

The structure of sentences, the poverty of the stimulus argument, the Binding Theory, differences in syntax,
functional syntax, speaker’s meaning and semantic meaning, semantics, thematic roles and lexical semantics,
pragmatics, the Gricean view of meaning, speech acts, Sapir-Whorf hypothesis , spoken and written discourse.

Methods and Techniques Used in the Course

| Lecture, Individual and Pair Work

‘WEEKLY OUTLINE
Week | Date Activities | Notes Reference
1 17 Feb -21 Feb Introduction to the courses
2 94 Feb - 98 Feb T}'le structure of sentences , Poverty of the Portfolios 1/97-99
Stimulus 2
3 3 Mar - 7 Mar C(?n1[)()'siti()11ality, projection, merger and Portfolios 1/100-109
adjunction, movement and deletion
4 G ars are finite: lanetage is Portfolios, students find and read more articles
10 Mar - 14 Mar Frammars are Hnile; languagc is not, on the Poverty of the Stimulus Argument, class 1/111-121
recursion , the Binding Theory . . K
discussion
5 17 Mar - 21 Mar Diffbrcp(‘cs in Syntax across languages, P()rt‘f()li()s,‘ studc1l1ts write an essay on the 1/122-123
gender in languages Poverty of the Stimulus Argument
6 94 Mar - 98 Mar lj“un(‘?ional syntax, contrasting formal and Portfolio Check 1/124-135
functional analysis
7 31 Mar - 4 Apr Mcanling , ‘Spcakgjr’s meaning and semantic Portfolios, Quiz 1 1/137-141
meaning, Semantics
8 Semantics, fundamental semantic concepts Portfolios, tutorial 1/142-144
7 Apr - 11 Apr and compositionality, thematic roles and
lexical semantics
9 14 Apr - 18 Apr Midterm Exams
10 The role of the major grammatical 1/145-149
91 Apr - 25 Apr constituents in semantic In?éll]il]g; subjﬁcts Portfolios
and other arguments, predicates, modifiers
and quantifiers
11 98 Apr - 2 May Intensionality, semantics summary Portfolio Check 1/152-156
12 Pragmatics 1:meaning and context, 1/157-159
5 May - 9 May indexicality, context dependency anaphora Portfolios
and presupposition
13 12 May - 16 May Implicature, Speech Acts, Sapir-Whorf Portfolios, students in groups find more 1/159-168
’ o Hypothesis, the functioning of language examples flouting each maxim 3
14 Portfolios, class discussion:students are to find 1/175-185

20 May - 23 May

Spoken discourse

examples from various languages to support




Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis
15 . . . . Portfolios, students write an essay on Sapir- 1/186-188
26 May - 30 May | Written discourse Whorf Hypothesis Portfolio Chc"ck '

16 2 June - 12 June Final Exams
Attendance: Minimum 70 %
Assessment Type Date % Reference
Breakdown: 1 Quiz 1 4 Apr. 15

2 Portfolio Checks 28 Mar. 2 May 31 May 15

3 Midterm Exam 14 Apr - 18 Apr 30

4 Final Exam 2 June - 12 June 40

Learning Programme
Educational Tool Quantity Student Workload Educational Tool Quantity Student Workload
Hours Hours
Portfolios 12 12*3=36 Portfolio check 3 3*1=3
15 15845 Preparing for portfolio 3 3713

Lectures check
Quiz 1 1 1*4=4 Tutorial 2 2*1=2
Group work 1 174=4 ‘Writing Essays 2 2*5=-10
Midterm Exam 1 1710=10 Final Exam Preparation 1 1725=25
Individual work 1 1710=10 Total 152

Recommended ECTS Credit (T'otal Hours / 30) :

/30="




